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Role of the Poll Worker
In my opinion, the Poll Worker is the first line defense in preventing voter fraud.
- A Poll Worker (Work Area 1) provides a Voter Ticket with a sequential number to
every voter coming into the polling place, asks the voter to print his/her name on
the ticket and instructs the voter to take the voter ticket, together with the
voter’s identification to Work Area 2
- Work Area 2 checks the identification of the voter
Acceptable forms of voter ID
Address does not have to match address in Precinct
Roster
o
o
o
o

Drivers license or state identification issued by any state
Identification issued by the state of Missouri or any agency of the state
Identification issued by any U.S. agency
Identification issued by a university, college, trade or technical school
located within Missouri
o Personally known by both/bi-partisan team
Address on these documents must match address in Precinct Roster
o A recent utility bill, bank statement, government check, payroll check, voter
notification card, or other government document, containing the current
name and address of voter (with or without voter’s signature)
What could go wrong here?
Poll worker does not understand the rules and allows a voter without proper
documentation to move to next work area
Poll worker is told not to worry “we have always done it this way”
- Work Area 2 checks the Precinct Roster to make sure the voter is listed and there
is no reason to vote with Affidavit (see special page for voting with Affidavit)
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- A Poll Worker from each party must witness the voter’s signature in the Precinct
Roster and initial in the proper space, records the sequence number in the
Precinct Roster, and records the Ballot style number and correct voting
equipment on the voter ticket.
- If a voter is not found in the Precinct Roster refer voter to Problem table.

What could go wrong here?
The supplemental Precinct Roster information was not transferred into the permanent
Precinct Roster. Someone voted Absentee and is allowed to vote again.
There is no bi-partisan team to ensure all the rules are followed, i.e. Referral to
problem table due to missing/incomplete records in Precinct Roster.
- Reasons for voting by Affidavit
o Name not in Precinct Roster, Palm Pilot, or Supplemental Precinct Roster
o Address Change
o Name change
o Curb-side voting
o Surrendered absentee ballot
o Lost/Misplaced absentee ballot
o No ID – personally known by both supervisors
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- Reasons for voting with Provisional ballot
o Voting by Provisional ballots is only allowed in federal elections
o Voter not found in Precinct Roster, Palm Pilot and Election Board could not
find a record or could not get through to Board of Election and voter insists
that he is registered to vote.
o May be given a Provisional Ballot which allows the person to vote but the
vote is not cast until research by the Board of Election to determine if the
ballot should be counted.
o A completed Provisional Ballot is placed into an envelope, the tear-off
receipt is given to the voter and the envelope and ballot are placed into the
ballot box of the opti-scan reader. The ballot is not scanned through the
Opti-Scan reader.

Things to watch out for
In the past two years and in the election with the heavier voter turnout, the statewide
Voter Registration system/database was either not functioning or had software
glitches. This causes heavy phone volume to the Board of Election. The staff is
overwhelmed and it is difficult to resolve issues at the problem tables.
In a heavy turn-out election and when long lines form, voters generally get agitated
and do not like to wait. And Poll Workers in many cases are overwhelmed and might
overlook things or not follow proper procedures.
Whenever there is questionable behavior, you must raise the issue to your Supervisor
or to the Roving Deputies the next time they come through your polling place. Do not
be intimidated by comments like “this is the way we have always done it”.
Understand the rules and stick to them. Refer to the handbook, “Missouri Election
Laws”, that is available in each Polling Place. You can order this book from the
Secretary of State by calling 1-800-669-8683.
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Electronic vs Paper Ballot
Generally, in Missouri we have two options for voting.
Electronic Voting Machines
A lot of stories are circulating all the time and especially right before an election about
the voting machines. But let’s just talk for a minute how the machines work.
When the Poll Workers set up the machines in the morning they must make sure that
each terminal shows
o the correct polling place
o the correct date and time
o and a >>PUBLIC COUNT of 0<<
A bi-partisan team of poll workers sets up the machines and must verify correct set up
before the polls open. Throughout the day one Assistant Supervisor will assist voters
with the touch screen voting. The Assistant Supervisor will initiate each voter with a PEB
(Personal Electronic Ballot) based on the ballot that was assigned to the voter as part of
the sign-in process. If a voter needs assistance with an electronic voting machine, a bipartisan team must be present with the voter at the electronic voting machine.
Throughout the day, the goal is to keep votes evenly distributed at each individual
machine. This is one measure to detect manipulation or tampering of the machines.
Things to watch out for
Each voter can check his actual selections on the ballot. At the right border of the
touchscreen is a window that shows your selection, as well as a vote count.
Roving Deputies should check the machines as part of their visits to a polling place and
ensure all voting machines are used equally. When the count reaches above 65, the
Asst. Supervisor should be reminded to replace the paper tape. It usually runs out by a
count of 70. Often this is not noticed until the end of the day and a manual count of
the votes becomes impossible.
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Opti-scan Voting (Voting by Paper Ballot)
With Opti-scan voting, the voter completes a paper ballot. The completed paper ballot is
fed into the reader by using a Ballot Secrecy Folder. Voters should complete the ballot
as instructed by completely filling in the bubble next to their choice of candidate or
ballot initiative.
NOTE: The actual paper ballot handed to the voter must contain the initials of the
Republican and Democrat poll worker, as well as the Location # of this particular polling
place.
The Opti-scanner will display various messages throughout the day due to various
conditions.
If a ballot cannot be processed it will be returned, marked “spoiled” and it will not be
counted. A new ballot will be issued.
What are some of the exceptions that a voter may experience:
The machine will notify a voter when it encounters a blank ballot. The voter can ACCEPT
or RETURN.
Accept means the voter’s intent is to cast a blank ballot.
Return means the voter goes back to a voting booth to complete the ballot.
Over-voted ballots – When more than the allowed number of selections have been
marked. The voter will be prompted to Accept or Return.
Accept means the ballot will be counted. The candidates or issues choices in an overvoted race will not receive any votes.
Return means the ballot will be returned uncounted and will be spoiled. The voter is
advised to go back through the work area to get a new ballot.
If the Opti-scan reader stops working, all ballots must be placed in the
Provisional/Emergency bin to be read later when the Opti-scan reader is repaired.
Roving Deputies should verify on their first visit of the day that the Ballot box on the
Opti/scan reader was empty when the polls opened.
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Which method should you choose?
In a recount the loser can request a recount if the election results are close, usually the
difference in the vote count must be less than 10% variance.
In a recount all ballots cast must be handcounted – Provisional votes, all Opti-scan
ballots and all paper tapes from the electronic voting machines.
The paper ballots read into the Opti-scan reader in some cases were not counted due to
over or under votes – voter marked more than one candidate, crossing off one
candidate and marking another. In a recount these paper ballots must be reviewed to
determine intend of voter. Remember the hanging chad with the big question “what
was the intent of the voter”? Or you have heard the term that the election authorities
“found more votes”.
Not so sure anymore if the decision of voting paper ballot is the best option.

Voter Suppression

We have all seen and heard efforts of voter suppression. Right now the so-called
mainstream media is doing a very good job of telling us the race is over and Obama will
be the next President.
I think this is mostly done to discourage Republicans and Conservatives to stay away
from the polls. But I think it is not just the media. We have our very own naysayers in
the Republican ranks. Just go on Facebook for a while or read all the emails that are
flooding our inboxes. It is all about doom and gloom and what would happen if we elect
our Republican nominee. He is not as good as Reagan, he has done things in the past we
disagree with, he should be saying this and doing that.
And you even hear voices within the conservative ranks that Romney is no better than
Obama, I believe all of this talk is aimed at discouraging people from going to the polls.
In addition, you hear people claim that their vote doesn’t count anyway.
Well, nothing could be further from the truth. If you hear people in your circle of friends
talk like that, you need to do everything you can to convince them otherwise.
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Obama lost Missouri in 2008 by 3903 votes. That is a fraction of a little over 1 vote per
precinct (3354) across the State. So one vote does count.
Or at a school board election in my school district. One candidate won the race by 4
votes and after the recount by 2 votes out of a total votes cast (6633).
We cannot let this happen. Anytime you hear someone in your circle of friends talking
like that, they need to be disavowed of the notion that their vote does not count and at
the same time we need to withstand the notion that the election is already decided. We
need to re-double our efforts and go vote and make sure that everyone in our sphere of
influence votes. We cannot let the election be decided by the naysayers and skeptics.

Fraud vs Hype
First of all one must realize that every State has its own Election laws and each County
within a state is run by County officials, elected or appointed, that make their own rules
as long as they follow the laws and statutes determined by that state. So when you
hear stories like all votes are counted by a Spanish company or all voting machines are
programmed in Venezuela that is total hype and myth.
Some states with large overseas populations of their citizens, i.e. military have
outsourced the processing/vote counting of those overseas ballots. A US software
company that has done this type of work for years actually was sold to a Spanish
company. It does not mean that all of our votes are counted by an overseas company.
You might want to question why a state has outsourced this function, but it does not
mean there is fraud involved. I don’t believe Missouri has outsourced the counting of
overseas ballots. I believe it would have to be approved by the Legislature.
St.Louis County is currently using DRE from ES&S. It is suggested that these machines
can be accessed remotely and manipulated. This is an excerpt from a study prepared by
Cynthia Richards of “Missourians for Honest Elections (MoHE)”.
•

The County’s ES&S iVotronic DREs have been found vulnerable in several
ways—all of which can be accomplished despite the Board of Elections’ best
security efforts. For example, in 2007 the Ohio Secretary of State conducted a
study that found--among other hacking possibilities--that a voter at the polls,
equipped with only a Palm Pilot and a magnet, can quickly and surreptitiously
insert a virus in the iVotronic that would flip a future election. This would not be
detected during the Board of Elections’ pre- and post-election testing of the
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machines—no matter how thorough--because the virus would be programmed
not to begin to take effect until the opening of the polls on Election Day, and to
erase itself after the election is over.

This does not sound good and I am not sure what can be done about this. This lady had
proposed this to the Missouri Legislature last year but they did not even look at it. I
think we need to get this re-introduced in the Missouri Legislature and work hard to get
it passed.
There is one thing that I find curious about all these stories. They are all started by
Democrats. Maybe because they are still smarting about the 2000 elections, as well as
2004? Just remember, each voting machine operates independently and they do not
talk to each other or are programmed from a central location.
Again, as I said earlier we can do something about this at the polls. Check the Electronic
Voting Machines (DRE’s) periodically to make sure they match the total number of
tickets issued at the check in line and the votes are evenly distributed and also make
sure the machines do not run out of paper.
This is a message that has to get to all Roving Deputies.
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Absentee Voting
In Missouri you can use Absentee Voting for the following reasons:
- Absent from your county of residence on election day
Incapacity or confinement due to sickness or disability or caregiver of a confined
or disabled person
- Religious belief or practice
- Employment by the Election Board (Poll workers)
- Imprisonment (provided all other qualifications for voting are retained)
o Absentee Ballots can be requested from the Election Authorities by mail. Mail
requests must be received by election authority by 5:00 pm the Wednesday
prior to the election (October 31, 2012).
o Completed Absentee ballots must be received by the Election Authority by
5:00pm the day before the election (November 6, 2012).
o Starting September 25, 2012 and provided the above exemptions apply, you
may vote at the Board of Election every day during normal hours of operation
and up to 5:00pm on November 6, 2012.

Permanently Disabled
If you are permanently disabled, or a caregiver for one who is, you can apply to have
your name included on a permanently disabled list.
Once your name is on the list, you will be mailed an application to vote by absentee for
every election in which you are eligible to vote.

Voting in Nursing Homes
The Election Authorities are working with Nursing Homes and volunteers to assist
Nursing Home residents to complete Applications for Absentee ballots. Once the ballots
are mailed/received by a Nursing Home Manager, Election Authority volunteers return
and assist residents to complete their ballots. Volunteers work as bi-partisan teams of to
ensure integrity of the ballots.
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What can go wrong
o Students register in their home state/county and they are encouraged to
register at school. It is known that “Project Vote” has voter registration drives
at Colleges and Universities. College students need to be aware that voting in
two places – by Absentee Ballot and in person – is a felony punishable by jail
terms between 1-5 years and fines from between $2,500 to 10,000.
o Poll Workers who do not understand the rules and allow voter without proper
documentation to move through the line to the next work area.
o There is no bi-partisan team making sure valid Voter ID is presented by the
voter and the Precinct Roster is checked carefully.
o The Poll Worker is told not to worry and this is the way we have always done
it. Well, if it is wrong it needs to be fixed.
o The Supplemental Precinct Roster information is not transferred to the
standard Precinct Roster. If the standard Precinct Roster is not updated,
someone that voted Absentee could potentially vote again.
In some elections voter turnout is heavier than other elections, i.e. the mid-term
election in 2010 and the primary election this August. It is curious that in these two
elections the system to verify voter eligibility was not available part of the day or all day
(Mid-term 2010). This creates confusion, delays, frustration and anger to the point
where people leave because they don’t like the wait. I foresee this happening again in
the upcoming election on November 6, 2012. Anybody working the polls needs to stay
focused on the job, i.e. make sure that anybody that is eligible to vote gets to vote and
nobody slips through in the confusion.
Another tactic in the northern part of city/county is to provide voters with specific
information as to how to vote and furthermore people are picked up in buses and taken
to the polls late…right before closing times. Again I believe this is by design to cause
confusion and make poll workers pay less attention.
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Below you will find poll worker information for several counties in the Greater St. Louis Area. To find similar information
in your county, check with your Board of Elections or County Clerk. Note: If enough Republicans do not volunteer,
Democrats can be “Republicans” for a day.
St
.Louis County
Board of Elections
Rosemarie Moss
314-615-1854
Training Dates for Volunteers: ongoing through October
Positions needed:
- Poll workers
- Asst.Supervisors
- Supervisors
Requirements see below
Website: www.stlouisco.com/elections
St. Louis City
Board of Elections
Pat
314-622-4336
Started in September and ongoing through October
Positions needed:
- Poll Judges
- Poll Managers
- Admin.Assistants
Requirements see below Website: www.stl.elections.com

Jefferson County
Board of Elections
Wes Wagner
636-797-5443
TBD
Positions needed:
Election Judges
Requirements see below
Website: http://tinyurl.com/9eh24jo
St.Charles County
Election Authority
Kate Runyan
636-949-7550
One more class scheduled for End of October
Election Judges
Supervisor Judges
Requirements see below
Website:
http://election.sccmo.org/election/index.php?option=com_c
ontent&view=article&id=7&Itemid=28
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-Any person registered in the State of Missouri may volunteer to work the polls in any county with the permission of the
county of residence
-You must declare your party preference, be able to speak, read and write English, be of good repute and character and be
able to lift moderate sized objects
-Anyone wishing to work as a Poll Watcher must be listed with the Central Committee of the County in which they reside
and with the political party they wish to work for. The respective Central Committee will certify the poll watchers to the
Election Authority

“V” for Voting = Victory – ELECTION DAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2012
>> LAST DAY TO REGISTER TO VOTE: October 10, 2012 <<
Absentee ballots available from September 25, 2012 to October 31, 2012
Voting by Absentee Ballot from September 25, 2012 to November 5, 2012 at 7pm
For more voter registration information go to: http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/s_default.asp?id=voter
For more absentee voter information go to: http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/s_default.asp?id=absentee
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A Prayer for our Nation's Election
O God, we acknowledge You today as Lord,
Not only of individuals, but of nations and governments.
We thank You for the privilege
Of being able to organize ourselves politically
And of knowing that political loyalty
Does not have to mean disloyalty to You.
We thank You for Your law,
Which our Founding Fathers acknowledged
And recognized as higher than any human law.
We thank You for the opportunity that this election year
puts before us,
To exercise our solemn duty not only to vote,
But to influence countless others to vote,
And to vote correctly.
Lord, we pray that Your people may be awakened.
Let them realize that while politics is not their
salvation,
Their response to You requires that they be politically
active.
Awaken Your people to know that they are not called to be
a sect fleeing the world
But rather a community of faith renewing the world.
Awaken them that the same hands lifted up to You in prayer
Are the hands that pull the lever in the voting booth;
That the same eyes that read Your Word
Are the eyes that read the names on the ballot,
And that they do not cease to be Christians
When they enter the voting booth.
Awaken Your people to a commitment to justice,
To the sanctity of marriage and the family,
To the dignity of each individual human life,
And to the truth that human rights begin when Human Lives
Begin,
And not one moment later.
Lord, we rejoice today
That we are citizens of Your kingdom.
May that make us all the more committed
To being faithful citizens on earth.
Amen
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About True The Vote
Unfortunately, Americans have lost faith in the integrity of our nation's election results and fraud and law-breaking has become all too common in
our electoral system. We hope to change that perception. True the Vote is a citizen-led effort to restore truth, faith, and integrity to our elections.

Mission Statement
True the Vote is an initiative developed by citizens for citizens, meant to inspire and equip volunteers for involvement at every stage of our electoral
process. We promote ideas that actively protect the rights of legitimate voters, regardless of their political party affiliation. We are working to restore
integrity to the American system of electing its leaders. With True the Vote, we have, "deconstructed the entire process, focusing on educating voters,
examining the registry, recruiting, training and mobilizing election workers and poll watchers, training how to collect data all along the way, then use
the data to shape government action and legislative agendas to support desperately needed election code reform." Our government was built upon
the belief that election results represent the true will of the people and our election processes were always intended to be supported by citizen
volunteers. We are helping stop corruption where it can start – at the polls.

Our initiatives include:




Mobilizing and training volunteers who are willing to work as election monitors
Aggressively pursuing fraud reports to ensure prosecution when appropriate
Providing a support system for our volunteers that includes live and online training, quick reference guides, a call bank to phone in
problem reports, information on videotaping at polling places, and security as necessary




Creating documentaries and instructional videos for use in recruiting and training
Raising awareness of the problem through strategic outreach efforts including advertising, social networking, media relations, and
relational marketing



Voter registration programs and efforts to validate existing registration lists, including the use of pattern recognition software to detect
problem areas

Who is True The Vote?
Based in Houston, Texas and headed by Catherine Engelbrecht (President), True The Vote is staffed by volunteers all across th e country. Essentially,
True The Vote is you and me. Every day Americans interested in the integrity of the elections in the home district.

Please watch the short video linked below to learn more about True The Vote and then go to their website and register to be a volunteer.
There is no obligation to stay involved long-term, but we can help advance Missouri's voter data to the front of the line by increasing the
number of Missourians registered at True the vote (only 19 states are currently online). By registering, you will also receive an invitation
to attend their next online orientation so you can decide if and how you want to be involved going forward. Every Poll Observer needs
this training!
Below are 4 action items you can take:
1.
2.
3.
4.

You can find the 9-minute TTV intro video here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyBfAqcSDmY
Please sign up for the next TTV orientation webinar here: http://truethevote.org/volunteer/
Learn more about the TTV 2012 Summit here: http://truethevote.org/
Get a full hour-long story behind TTV and what happened in Harris County, Texas when TTV volunteers started
watching the election process, here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SiUxV8TYkRk
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The nation of the United States of America was founded on the principles of protecting the natural rights of its citizens
and to limit the power that collects to the government. Each generation must be taught the importance of guarding
against those who would disregard the limits imposed on government and increase the powers not granted to the
government. Today our state and the nation is in peril because we as a people have failed to maintain our vigilance.
And we have failed to pass from one generation to another the knowledge and the lessons history provides that will
prevent the rot from within our institutions. We must rebuild that civic involvement of our citizens so they may once
again take pride and ownership in their own governance and not let politicians determine how to be governed.
There is a general feeling in the country that the people do not like what is going on in Washington and that The
Congress and the President are unable to resolve their differences or govern the country based on the principles of the
Constitution. The people we have elected to represent us generally are not doing what we elected them to do. They
pass laws that nobody reads, understands or knows what the impact will be on the rest of us.
There must be a better way. And there is. Thomas Jefferson laid it out for all of us in his letters and writings after he
left government. He firmly believed that our federal and state governments must be divided into wards and precincts.
And the people in those small district make the rules by which they wish to governed.
"The article... nearest my heart is the division of counties into wards. These will be pure and elementary republics, the sum of which taken together composes the State,
and will make of the whole a true democracy as to the business of the wards, which is that of nearest and daily concern. The affairs of the larger sections, of counties, of
States, and of the Union, not admitting personal transactions by the people, will be delegated to agents elected by themselve s; and representation will thus be substituted
where personal action becomes impracticable. Yet even over these representative organs, should they become corrupt and perverted, the divi sion into wards constituting
the people, in their wards, a regularly organized power, enables them by that organization to crush, regularly and peaceably, the usurpations of their unfaithful agents,
and rescues them from the dreadful necessity of doing it insurrectionally. In this way we shall be as republican as a large s ociety can be, and secure the continuance of
purity in our government by the salutary, peaceable, and regular control of the people." --Thomas Jefferson to Samuel Kercheval, 1816. ME 15:70
"Divide the counties into wards of such size as that every citizen can attend, when called on, and act in person. Ascribe to them the government of their wards in all things
relating to themselves exclusively. A justice chosen by themselves, in each a constable, a military company, a patrol, a scho ol, the care of their own poor, their own
portion of the public roads, the choice of one or more jurors to serve in some court, and the delivery within their own wards of their own votes for all elective officers of
higher sphere, will relieve the county administration of nearly all its business, will have it better done, and by making eve ry citizen an acting member of the government,
and in the offices nearest and most interesting to him, will attach him by his strongest feelings to the independence of his country and its republican Constitution." -Thomas Jefferson to Samuel Kercheval, 1816. ME 15:37

The Missouri Precinct or MOPP was started primarily to encourage citizens to become involved again in their local
communities by

Running for Committeeman/women in their Townships and hold monthly meetings for the citizens in
their Townships

Attending local meetings of their respective village/city hall councils and school board and fire
district meetings

Talk to their friends and neighbors and church groups about the issues and get them involved

Walk their neighborhoods and precincts and encourage citizens to register to vote
and vote in all elections

Work very hard to elect constitutional conservatives in the Primary elections
--Check us out on www.moprecinctproject.org and sign up to become a volunteer
--or send us an email with your questions to Missouriprecinctproject@gmail.com.
"Let's MOPP 'em up in '12"
www.moprecinctproject.org
missouriprecinctproject@gmail.com
for more information call:
314-717-1411
Join us on Facebook, Twitter and FreedomConnector

(paid for by MOPP)
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